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RECREATION COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
July 16, 2026, 7:30PM
GARABRANT CENTER, 4 WILSON STREET

In attendance: Dianne Ackerman, Tim McChesney, Kevin Lanahan, Pat McChesney, Alisa Friscia-Guidette

CALL TO ORDER/ FLAG SALUTE


The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Recreation Committee is August 27th.   

Minutes from May and June meetings were approved.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
1. Communications
a. Councilmember Matt Bruin gave his council report and welcomed Alisa to the committee. Councilmember Bruin discussed his continued review of the audit of the parks throughout the Borough and emphasizes a focus on long-term planning.
2. Summer Day Camp Updates
a. As of 7/16/2026, there have been about 610 weeks registered for at the Mendham Day Camp, totaling about $86,000. By this point last year, there had been about 688 weeks registered, totaling about $93,000. Since registration has closed on 6/17/2026, there have been 54 weeks registered for in-season. In the 2025 season, there were 61 in-season registrations.
i. The Committee discussed that registrations may be down due to the issue of camp not extending to a full day. The camp had previously looked into the possibility of extending the length of camp, however, potential issues of increasing insurance, and capabilities of facilities were discussed. 
b. The Mendham Day Camp has continued to show an improvement in programming, including weekly spray-overs by the Fire Department, weekly library trips for kindergarten and 1st grade, weekly bowling for 4th, 5th, and 6th grade. Prizes have also been donated again by the Mendham Creamery for the Counselor of the Week.
c. Giving feedback from the perspective of a counselor, Pat McChesney noted that some of the sports equipment needed to be replaced. This included soccer balls and looking into purchasing volleyballs.
3. 2026 Summer Concerts Schedule
a. 6/28/26 concert, Carnaby Street: about 175 attendees, Sapori D’Italia sold pizza, Mendham Creamery gave out free ice pops for the 250th. Also, tabling was the Mendham Business Association, and Mendham Mathnasium who supported the event.
b. 7/12/2026 concert, Catz N’ Dawgz: about 250 attendees, Sapori D’Italia sold pizza, Creamery sold ice cream.
c. Upcoming concerts include the following: Sunday, July 19 is the Cowboy and the Hippy. After that will be This Old Engine on August 23rd. 
i. Tim McChesney will assist in getting the check to the band and opening the restrooms for the August 23rd concert, as Aubrey will be away that weekend.
4. 2026 Summer Events Schedule
a. The first Summer Family Game Night is scheduled for next Wednesday, July 22. The Recreation Department will have giant Jenga, cornhole, connect 4, and an inflatable soccer game. The Botti family has donated prizes for game winners. The second Game Night is scheduled for August 5th.
b. The Drive-In Movie is scheduled for July 30th after the Camp After Dark event. The movie is “How to Train Your Dragon” (2025).
5. Labor Day Parade Updates
a. Due to the lack of 	quorum at the last meeting to review the Labor Day Parade Logo Contest submissions, the Committee will review submissions via email.
b. The Recreation Department is starting to accept parade application forms: so far, 4 groups have confirmed participation, and invitations have been sent to bands and local organizations the Borough would like to invite to participate in the parade.
c. Kevin suggested hosting a car show after the parade on one of the side streets.
6. Tranquility Park Discussion
a. The Committee continued discussion on Tranquility Park. Matt Bruin discussed how the park can be used to make Mendham Borough a veteran’s designated town by dedicating the space. There was also a discussion of including the Mendham Garden Club, High School Environmental Club, or making the space a community garden. Additional suggestion of making a path leading up to the park to increase visibility. The Committee has agreed that the space is worth investing more in.
7. Fall Events Discussion
a. Planning for the S’more Night and Mendham Fest in October is underway. More updates will follow in the August and September Recreation Committee meeting.
ADJOURNMENT
image1.jpeg




